
Indivisible East Tennessee  
Gubernatorial Candidate Questionnaire 

 
Responses to Background Information and Campaign Viability sections will 
remain confidential and will only be forwarded if your candidate is being 
nominated by Indivisible East Tennessee to the national organization of 
Indivisible for national endorsement consideration. Responses to the 
remainder of the questions will be published to members of Indivisible East 
Tennessee, and should your campaign be nominated for an endorsement 
by Indivisible East Tennessee, responses will be published to the general 
public. 

Background Information 

1. Candidate First Name: Karl 

2. Candidate Last Name: Dean 

3. Email: redacted 

4. Cell: redacted 

5. Twitter: @KarlFDean 

6. Facebook: @Elect Karl Dean 

7. Zip: 37215 

8. State: Tennessee 

9. Party Affiliation: Democrat 

10. Campaign Address: PO Box 158477, Nashville, Tennessee 37215 

11. Campaign Website: www.karldean.com 

12. How many years have you lived in your state or district?  

35 years 

13. Are you a current or former elected official? If so, which office and 
when?  



Public Defender 1990-1999 

Mayor of Nashville 2007-2015 

14. Please share any notable endorsements you have already earned: 

● AFSCME Local 1733  
● Tennessee Pipe Trades 
● Mid-South Carpenters Regional Council 
● Road Sprinkler Fitters U.A. Local Union No. 669 
● Local Division of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters  
● Rep. Lincoln Davis, former Tennessee Congressman 
● Rep. Bob Clement, former Tennessee Congressman 
● Ketch Secor of Old Crow Medicine Show  
● Governor Martin O'Malley and the Win Back Your State PAC 
● And numerous local elected officials across the state  

 
15. In 350 words or less, explain why you are running for office: 

I am convinced Tennessee voters want a governor who is going to 
lead with common sense and get the job done. There is no doubt our 
urban areas have seen great prosperity but there are communities, 
particularly rural, that have not benefited in the same way. After 
visiting all 95 counties, folks have told me they feel like they’ve been 
forgotten or left behind.  We have to focus on those forgotten parts of 
Tennessee.  It’s rural towns where the jobs have left and businesses 
cannot find the workforce to fill jobs. It’s where hospitals are closing 
and access to medical care is half an hour away. It’s the school 
districts that don’t have the same sales tax base as urban districts 
making it hard to get students what they need to get ahead. I believe 
Tennessee’s best days are ahead of us but to get there we have to 
focus on the basics: improving public education, access to affordable 
and quality healthcare and bringing good paying jobs to the state. 

16. What do you believe is the biggest issue facing East Tennessee, and 
what do you intend to do about it? 



I think one of the biggest issues facing East Tennessee is the opioid 
epidemic. I have seen, as I’m sure many others have, the human toll 
the opioid epidemic is having on our state. I met with hospital 
administrators and toured the Niswonger Children’s Hospital in 
Johnson City whey they just opened a new wing of the hospital for 
premature babies born suffering from opioid withdrawals. I was 
briefed on the work that that the Behavioral Health Group treatment 
center has done in Knoxville. I have heard from law enforcement, 
treatment providers and social workers on the challenges they are are 
facing both with criminal and mental health issues, related to opioids.  
As governor, I would take a four-pronged approach: 
 

1. Public education about the dangers of opioids 
2. Ensuring that people addicted to opioids get the treatment they 

need. 
a. Part of that is expanding Medicaid to make more treatment 

and mental facilities are available.  
3. Supporting law enforcement to arrest those who are profiting 
4. Eliminating over-prescription of narcotics 

 
Governor Haslam’s plan is a good start but we can and must do more. 
 

Campaign Viability 

1. Describe the staff and leadership of your campaign. 
I have always prioritized diversity and inclusion and our campaign 
staff reflects Tennessee.  The campaign’s senior leadership is 90% 
female.  We are data-driven and guided by decades of campaign 
experience from all levels of campaign - national to local. We have 
strong field leadership in East Tennessee and are planning for 
headquarters in Chattanooga and Knoxville in addition to our 
Memphis and Nashville offices.  
 
Additionally, we call on the expertise of national advisors and 
pollsters with decades of successful campaign experience. 
 



We believe in creating a local pipeline of campaign talent that comes 
from right here in Tennessee. 
 

2. How many polls do you plan on conducting during the election? 
Redacted 
 
3. What are the end goals of your field strategy (i.e. door knocking, 
phone banking, etc.)? 
Redacted 
 

4. What is your current engagement strategy specific to East 
Tennessee?  
Redacted 
 
5. Briefly describe your paid and earned media plan.  
Redacted 
 
6. Please list what PRIDE events your campaign will be attending during 
the month of June. 
In addition to numerous PRIDE events in 2017, I am planning on 
attending:  

● Nashville Pride Festival & Equality Walk 
● Knoxville Pride Festival 
● Nashville LGBT Chamber of Commerce 20th Anniversary 

Celebration  
● TEP Pink and Purple Party 
● 2018 Upper Cumberland Pride Festival 

 
7. What will you do to appeal to independent voters?  
Redacted  
8. What is your strategy to engage low-turnout voters?  
Redacted    
Briefly describe how you intend to partner with down-ballot campaigns.  
Redacted 

 



Democracy for the People 

Yes, no, and/or explain 

1. Do you support requiring candidates to release federal tax returns to be 
on your state’s ballot? 

Yes and we have released past tax return summaries when asked.  

2. Do you support redistricting reform to prevent partisan gerrymandering? 

Yes, redistricting needs to be done in a non partisan way.  

3. Do you support automatic voter registration, early registration, and high 

school registration? 

Being that Tennessee ranks 50th in voter turnout in the country, we 
need to look for innovative ways to ensure that every eligible voter 
can register and vote with ease. And, we should be looking into every 
option that would make voting more accessible to eligible voters in 
Tennessee.  

4. Do you support vote by mail? 

I think we should continue to look into ways to modernize voting and 
make it more efficient.   

5. Do you support the restoration of voting rights to incarcerated or formerly 

incarcerated people regardless of their crime? 

When an offender has served their time we should make the process 
to restore their rights to vote as streamlined as possible.  

6. Do you support campaign finance disclosure laws for state elections that 

require ballots to display the top donors for each candidate? 

Transparency is important in political campaigns.  Campaigns are 
required to disclose all donors and that information can be found 
online.     



7. Do you oppose a U.S. constitutional convention? 

N/A 

8. Do you support protecting net neutrality in your state by requiring ISPs 
that do business with the state government to be net-neutral? 

Net-neutrality is an important issue to address.  I will look for ways to 
establish regulations around net-neutrality that are fair but do not 
detrimentally impact economic development and recruitment in 
Tennessee. 

9. Do you oppose capital punishment in all cases in your state? 

Capital punishment is the law of the state the governor of Tennessee 
has to enforce. But in many cases, life without parole accomplishes 
the legitimate need to protect society and punish the offender.  

10. Do you commit to holding in-person town halls in your state least once 
per quarter to publicly answer unfiltered questions from your constituents? 

As Mayor, my office was always open to constituents and I plan to do 
the same as governor.  

Short Answers: 

Please list any legislation that you support that would advance the goals 
below: 

1. Expand voter access and political participation in America, especially 
among traditionally marginalized communities. 

The first step should be listening and talking with communities about 
how to increase access to voting. I would take that first step to meet 
and discuss with each community how we can improve accessibility 
to voting.  

2. Reduce the influence of money in our elections and government. 

Raising money is important to building the resources you need 
statewide to be successful. We have the largest number of individual 



contributors to our campaign than anyone else running for governor, 
more than 6,000. That is more than 6,000 Tennesseans that have 
heard our message and want to invest in the campaign. 

3. Improve transparency of government and responsiveness to its citizens. 

As Mayor, my office was always open to constituents and I plan to do 
the same as governor.  

Equity and Inclusion 

Yes, no, and/or explain 

1. Do you support equal rights for Native Americans, women, people of 
color, and members of the LGBTQ community? 

Yes, diversity and inclusion was a priority of mine as mayor and will 
be the same as governor.  

As mayor of Nashville:  

● I opposed an English Only referendum in 2009. The measure 
would have forced Metro government to do business in English. 
Had the measure passed, Nashville would have been the largest 
city in the country with an English Only rule. 

● I signed an executive order in 2013 prohibiting discrimination on 
the basis of race, religion, creed, gender, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, national origin, age, and/or disability.  
 

● I was the first mayor in Tennessee to publicly support marriage 
equality, endorsing the Mayors for Freedom to Marry pledge in 
2014.  

2. Do you support “sanctuary” policies limiting the extent to which state and 

local law enforcement agencies can engage in federal immigration 



enforcement activities? 

There are no sanctuary cities in Tennessee so I do not support further 
legislation that bans them. I believe those measures create a problem 
where there isn’t one.  

3. Do you oppose the use of private, for-profit prisons or companies that 
directly benefit from larger prison populations like Corizon Health 
headquartered in Brentwood? 

I believe we must honor our current contracts but they should be 
monitored closely. I do not support expanding the use of private 
prisons in Tennessee.  

4. Do you support legislation that would eliminate mandatory minimums in 

sentencing? 

As governor, I will look into various criminal justice reform measures.  
As a public defender, I have first-hand experience with what happens 
to repeat offenders.  We need to be looking to reform efforts as well 
as sentencing guidelines. 

5. Do you oppose discrimination in the workplace, housing, and education 

based on actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity, or health 

status? 

Yes, as mayor I signed an executive order in 2013 prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, creed, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, national origin, age, and/or disability.  

6. Do you oppose efforts to restrict a woman’s right to choose, including 

Targeted Regulation of Abortion Providers (TRAP) laws? 

Yes, Tennessee ranks at the bottom for women’s health in the country 
so as governor I will be focused on increasing access to important 
services to improve women’s health. 



7. Do you oppose legislation that restricts use of public facilities by 
transgender individuals, also known as “bathroom bills”? 

Yes, as governor I will remain opposed to efforts that make our state a 
less welcoming community to individuals who could help grow our 
economy and enrich our shared culture.  

8. Do you oppose efforts to rollback protections for persons with 
disabilities? 

No, as Mayor I fought for efforts that prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of a disability and I believe to attract the best talent, and 
develop successful communities, we need to be an inclusive society.  

9. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented immigrants living in 
your state? 

I believe we need to focus on creating programs that help new 
Americans navigate city services and the public school system. As 
Mayor, I created the Office of New Americans that supports 
immigrants who aspire to become U.S. citizens and created hubs of 
citizenship-related information in Metro libraries and community 
centers.  

10. Do you support in-state college tuition and state-based financial aid for 

residents of your state regardless of immigration status? 

Yes, these are students were brought to this country as young 
children. And just like my own three children, they grew up here and 
went to school and church here. They are Tennesseans. Denying 
them access to in-state tuition is denying them access to opportunity.  

11. Will you openly condemn sexism, racism, and discriminatory language 
and actions made by national and state leaders, even during a general 
election campaign? 



I have openly condemned divisive language and will continue to do so 
as governor.  

Short Answers: 

Please list any legislation that you support that would advance the goals 
below: 

1. Ending discriminatory policies against marginalized communities and 
Native Americans, peopleof color, including Black Lives, immigrants, 
LGBTQ, women, etc. 

As Mayor, I signed an executive order in 2013 prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of race, religion, creed, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, national origin, age, and/or disability. I will 
continue that commitment as governor.  

2. Ensuring that immigrants remain protected from immigration 
enforcement activities and feel safe in their own communities. 

Similar to the question above I will continue my commitment to keep 
tennessee and welcoming and inclusive state.  

 

3. Reducing mass incarceration. 

I would look to bring a panel of experts together to review what can 
be done to reform our criminal justice system.  
4. Hold law enforcement officers and agencies accountable for acts of 

discrimination, violence, and use of deadly force against communities of 
color. 

We need to make sure people are treated fairly and that are our 
system is just. And, we also need to ensure that our communities are 
safe. Community policing is a good approach -- where officers make 
an intentional effort to interact with community members. We did this 
in Nashville through neighborhood meetings, business checks and 



putting more officers on bikes and even horses -- it breaks down that 
bearer between police and people, and we need to find more 
innovative ways to keep our community and law enforcement officers 
connected.  
 

Economic Justice 

Yes, no, and/or explain 

1. Do you support state laws ensuring public and private sector workers 
have the right to organize a union and collectively bargain? 

As governor, I will not support policies designed to limit workers’ 
negotiating power. 
2. Do you support employer liability in cases of gender pay discrimination 

allowing for individuals to seek damages? 

As governor, I will advocate for policies that encourage fair pay and 
worker protections.  
3. Do you support raising the minimum wage in your state to $15/hour and 

getting rid of the special minimum wage for tipped workers? 

As governor, I will be focused on attracting good paying jobs that 
allow people to make more than a minimum wage so they have the 
opportunity to get ahead and support a family.  

5. Do you support eliminating the use of money bail in favor of pretrial 
supervision and diversion programs? 

We need to look at ways to get more people out of jail while they await 
trial for non violent crimes so we can alleviate the enormous costs on 
local government but also make sure we are treating people fairly and 
not punishing them just because they can’t come up with the money 
to make bail.  

6. Would you openly support amending the state constitution to allow for a 
state income tax?  



We need to be looking at other ways to increase revenue. As 
governor, I will be focused on growing our economy so we have the 
money to invest in public schools and city services.  

7. Do you oppose school voucher programs? 

Yes. 

8. Do you support increasing state funding for public schools? 

Yes. As governor, education will be a budget priority of mine every 
year I am in office.  And, as mayor, we increased the Metro Nashville 
Public School budget by 36% which led to increase graduation rates, 
increase teacher pay, and decrease in dropout rates. 

9. Do you oppose allowing payday lending providers to offer loans with an 
APR higher than 36% in your state? 

Yes.  

10. Do you support paid family and medical leave for all workers in your 
state? 

Yes.  

Short Answers: 

Please list any legislation that you support that would advance the goals 
below: 

1. Closing the wealth gap between whites and communities of color. 

2. Ensuring that workers are treated fairly by their employers, and have 

adequate ability to seek recourse if they are not. 

3. Making higher education more accessible and affordable for residents of 
your state. 

Regarding the above three questions: As Mayor, I signed an executive 
order in 2013 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, religion, 
creed, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, national origin, age, 



and/or disability. I will continue that commitment as governor.  As 
governor, I am committed to having a labor liaison in my office to 
advice on these employment issues.  And, we need to address 
improving public education and equity in funding in that system.  

4. Ending homelessness in your state. 

We need to identify measures to help address the root causes of 
homelessness.  We need to look at possible solutions like affordable 
housing, job skills training, and access to affordable healthcare.  As 
Mayor, we started the Barnes Affordable Housing Fund to help 
homeowners.  We also worked with Veterans’ organizations and the 
Metro Development and Housing Agency to open more housing units 
for homeless Veterans.  These are the type of policy determinations 
that we need to continue to explore.  

 

Healthy People and Communities 

Yes, no, and/or explain 

1. Do you support efforts to ensure that all women have access to 
contraception and reproductive health care? 

Tennessee ranks at the bottom for women’s health in the country so 
as governor I will be focused on increasing access to important 
services to improve women’s health. 
2. Do you support local and state efforts to address man-made climate 
change, including achieving 100% renewable energy in your state by 
2050? 

I believe that people from both sides of the political aisle in 
Tennessee share an appreciation for the great outdoors. We need to 
do what we can to protect our state parks, farmlands, greenways, 
waterways, and air quality for future generations. They are critical to 
our economy, education, and health.   
 



3. Do you support the EPA’s authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions 
from coal- and gas-fired power plants through its Clean Power Plan? 

I believe we can be pro business and pro environment. Doing what we 
can to have clean air and water is what will continue to attract 
businesses and jobs to Tennessee. And, we do not need to be 
reducing EPA restrictions but looking for ways to work with 
businesses to reduce their carbon footprint.  I prioritized that work as 
mayor and I will do the same governor. 

4. Do you support universal background checks for purchasing firearms? 

Yes.  

5. Do you support banning assault rifles and bump stocks? 

I am in support of banning bump stocks.  

6. Do you accept campaign contributions from the NRA? 

No.   

7. Do you oppose limiting healthcare and other essential public benefits 
based on immigration status? 

No.  

8. Do you support the demilitarization of local law enforcement agencies? 

It is important that we build relationships with local enforcement 
officers and the community so that we have safe but welcoming 
communities.  But, many of those decisions happen at the local level.   

9. Do you oppose eligibility barriers for state assistance programs, 
including work requirements for Medicaid? 

Yes I oppose work requirements. I do not support measures that will 
create a bureaucracy and so far have not seen any proposals 
regarding work requirements for Medicaid that would make sense.  

10. Do you support Medicaid expansion in your state? 



Yes, expanding Medicaid and ensuring all Tennesseans are covered 
and our hospitals can remain open will be my top healthcare priority 
as governor.  

Short Answers: 

Please list any legislation that you support that would advance the goals 
below: 

1. Support working families and caregivers. 

2. Protect and expand affordable and comprehensive access to healthcare 
for all residents in your state. 

Regarding the two questions above: Expanding Medicaid will be my 
top healthcare priority as governor.  

3. Advance environmental justice to ensure that marginalized communities 

have equal access to a healthy and clean environment. 

As governor I will be committed to promoting clean air and clean 
water. It is not only critical to our health and wellbeing but is a factor 
in attracting businesses and jobs to Tennessee.  
 
4. Ensure school safety and security.  

We need to look to local law enforcement, active duty or retired, to 
protect our schools and our districts need the resources to make that 
happen.  We also need to find areas of consensus around background 
checks and other measures to ensure that guns are not getting into 
the hands of criminals. 

5. Increase access to mental healthcare. 

We have to treat mental illness the same way we would any other 
illness. By expanding medicaid we can expand access to treatment 
facilities to those who need it. And, we also need to address the 
public education around mental illness.  

 



Building an Inclusive Government 

1. If elected, will you make every effort to create work spaces for your staff 
that are safe and free from all forms of sexual harassment? 

Yes. 

2. If elected, will you commit to paying staff equal pay for equal work? 

Yes. 

3. If elected, will you offer your staff paid family leave? 

Yes.  

4. If elected, will you pay your interns? 

No 

5. If elected, will you seek to build a team, senior and entry level, that 
represent the demographics and diversity of your constituency? 

Yes I believe the staff in the governor's office and state 
commissioners need to represent all parts of the state in order for the 
government to be truly working for the people of Tennessee. 

6. If elected, do you commit to voluntarily submit data about the 
demographic composition of your staff? 

Yes.  

 


